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Francis Hutcheson Excerpt from Preface Dr. Francis Hutcheson was born on the 8th of August, A.D. 1694. His
father, Mr. John Hutcheson, was minister of a dissenting congregation in the North of Ireland; a person of good
understanding, considerable learning, and reputation for piety, probity, and all virtue. His son Francis, when
about eight years of age, was sent to be educated along with his elder brother, under the eye and direction of
their grandfather Mr. Alexander Hutcheson, who was also a worthy dissenting clergyman in the same part of
the country, but had come from Scotland. He was second son of an ancient and reputable family in the shire of
Ayr in that kingdom. A superior capacity, an ardent thirst for knowledge, and the seeds of the finest dispositions
soon began to show themselves in Francis: particularly a singular warmth of affection and disinterestedness of
temper, for which he was distinguished thro his whole life, appeared in many instances in this early period of it.
The innocence and sweetness of his temper, his great capacity and application to his learning soon procured
him a distinguishing place in his grandfather s affections. But such was his love for his brother, that his
grandfather s fondness gave him no joy while his brother did not equally share it: nay the preference that was
shown him gave him real concern, and put him upon employing all means and innocent artifices in his power
to make his brother appear equally deserving of his grandfather s regard. And when his grandfather in his last
will had made an alteration of...
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