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uses, and the study of the other Semitic languages, except for the assistance derived from them for the Hebrew,
receive but slight attention at the hands of American scholars. These studies are carried on almost exclusively in
the divinity hall, where they are necessarily secondary. Nor even here are they emphasize as they deserve. The
time of both instructor and student is occupied largely in the discussion of questions strictly theological.
Discussions of a philological nature are neither required, nor expected. The professor is crowded with work of
one kind or another; he cannot engage in original investigations. The time at his disposal is short. It must be
given to the Old Testament, and not to Hebrew. He cannot afford to be a professor of language merely. He
studies the language, only so far as he is obliged to do so, to fit himself for a tolerable performance of his duties
as a theological instructor. He teaches the rudiments of the language a few hours a week during a portion of
the Junior year. The remainder of the course, so far as concerns Hebrew, is given to exegesis, an exercise in
which, because of the lack of preparation for it on the part of the pupil, the professor works, while the student
rests. Is there no work to be done in Semitic philology? When we remember that America has yet to produce a
Hebrew lexicon, that almost nothing is accessible on the subject of Hebrew synonyms, that the meaning...
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