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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This is a look at the Ancient Greek myth about the Amazons, the
legendary women fighters. From the intro: NEVER, perhaps, has the alchemy of Greek genius been more potent
than in the matter of the Amazonian myth. It has bestowed a charm on the whole amazing story which has
been most prolific in its results; but, unfortunately, by tending to confine it to the narrow vistas of poetry, the
intensely interesting psychological aspect has been somewhat obscured. Yet to us the chief value of this myth is
due rather to the insight it affords into the mental workings of primitive races, the attitude of man towards that
which he dreads but does not fully comprehend, than to the influence of Hellenic art and literature, fruitful in
beautiful and humanising manifestations though that influence has been. The Greek spirit, indeed, working
upon a crude collection of stories, took the sting, out of the lessons they should have taught. For, as we shall
endeavour to show, the message of the myth to a people struggling towards a higher civilisation to beware of
barbarians and their ways, was softened to an attitude of admiration before physical beauty and courage, and
a tender pity for woman, fomenter of strife though she might be. We may unhesitatingly sweep away the story
of the unnatural state about which so many Greek poets and historians entertain us. But while relegating the
Amazonian state to the realms of imagination, we must recognise the Amazon herself as a not insignificant
historic fact--a fact, indeed, of sufficient moment to have peopled a whole world of fiction, real enough to its
original creators, and whose force is hardly...
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